
Diocesan Notices 
 

Relics of St Carlo Acutis to Visit Diocese of Salford - January 2026:  This month, the 
relics of St Carlo Acutis will be hosted at two of our churches over five days, during 
which time the Diocese will welcome schools, parishioners and people from all over for 
veneration.  Carlo is the first millennial saint, and is celebrated for his profound faith 
and his use of the internet to log Eucharistic miracles from around the world. He was 
passionate about spreading the teachings of the Catholic Church up until his death 
from leukaemia at the age of 15.  The relics will be presented at St Mary’s Church, 
Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they travel to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst 
from 30 January to 1 February 2026. For more information and to view the schedule 
for the visits, please visit: https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/relics-of-st-carlo-acutis-to-
visit-diocesan-churches/  
 
Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold:  On Saturday 14 
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across 
the diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to 
guide and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are 
also invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place 
at St Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.  
 
Early Career Teachers - Primary Pool Applications:  The Diocese of Salford Education 
Team are inviting applications from ECTs to be added to their Primary Pool for 2026. 
The Primary Pool will identify and recommend high quality candidates who will gain 
Qualified Teacher Status in summer 2026 for interview to Catholic schools with 
vacancies for September 2026.  The Application Form, Person Specification and Job 
Description can be found in Vacancies on the Diocesan website by following this 
link: https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/education/vacancies/.   If you require 
further information, please contact the Education Team by 
emailing education@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  
 
Job Vacancy: Full time Domestic/Guest Manager - Theodore House, Stonyhurst, is 
looking to recruit a full-time Domestic & Guest Manager to support our small team 
running Theodore House. The role requires some flexibility, a fair bit of multi-tasking 
and good teamwork. A supportiveness for the Catholic mission that Theodore House 
enables is essential. For more details: https://tinyurl.com/thjob2026 

 
Next Week’s Newsletter:  

Could you please send notices before Wednesday 
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk 

Financially Supporting Our Parish 
 

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone) 
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope    

50317403   20 55 34 
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope 

Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037  

 
 

St Luke, Swinton Park Rd, Irlams o’th’ Height, Salford M6 7WR 
Ss Peter and Paul, Park Road, Pendleton, Salford M6 8JR 

Parish Priest: Canon Michael Cooke (Vicar General) 
Assistant Priest:  Father Paul Chisnall 

 Tel: 0161 736 2696   Email: priests@ourladyofhope.org.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourladyofhope.org.uk 

NEWSLETTER 18 JANUARY 2026 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sunday of the Word of God & Peace 
Sunday – Special Collection for Pax Christi  
Start of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm  & Sun 9.30am  
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11am 

Monday – Weekday or St Wulstan 
No Mass today 

Tuesday –  Weekday or St Fabian or St Sebastian 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm 

Wednesday – Weekday or St Agnes 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am 

Thursday – Weekday or St Vincent 
Requiem Mass for James Collins at SL 10am 
Rosary at SsPP 6pm; Mass at SsPP 6.30pm 

Friday – Weekday 

Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am 

Saturday – St Francis De Sales 

Mass at SsPP 12noon  
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL  

Sunday - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Caritas Sunday - Special Collection for 
Caritas  
End of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am 
Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am 

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/ 
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Prayers Requested 
 

Sick:  Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital) 
 

Lately Dead:  Colin Doyle, Michael Govin, James Collins, Margaret Connor, June Cusack, 

Margaret Barlow, Janis Kirkham, Anne Marie Galliano, Gavin Taggart, John O’Gorman, 

Fr Thomas Mullin, Mary O’Sullivan, Monica Beckitt, Morgan O’Brien, Denis O’Brien, 

Angela Batey, James Roddy, John Kerrane, Sheila Davis, Fred Alder 
 

Anniversaries:  Malachy McNulty, Celia Dolan 
 

Masses Received:   Frank Pearson, Michael Govin (LD), Malachy McNulty (A), Fr 
Thomas Mullin (LD), Celia Dolan (A), Jimmy Collins (LD), Jane Horton (BM), Colin Doyle 
(LD) 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Let us pray for the people of St. Cuthbert’s parish, 
Withington, and for Fr. Micheal Deas, their parish priest. Let us pray for their parish 
primary school and for the Chaplaincy to the Christie Hospital. 

Reflections 
 

There is no break between Christmas and Ordinary Time – one flows almost seamlessly 
into the other through the Baptism of Jesus. We ended our Christmas Season thinking 
about the “revelation” of the Son of God – people realising who this “Jesus of 
Nazareth” actually was – and this continues today, as we interject a passage from Saint 
John before we begin our weekly reading through Saint Matthew’s Gospel. New Year is 
about beginnings, and as we return to the beginning of Our Lord’s public ministry there 
is a sense of something exciting about to happen – even though we know the story, we 
dive into it once more, like returning to a favourite novel or film. So it is with joy that 
we stand in the country of the river Jordan, and recognise Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Chosen One of God, who offers himself to do God’s work. 
 

Marriage Matters: We need ‘power from on high’: Were Jesus’ fears eased when he 
heard the Father was ‘well pleased’? He was empowered by the Holy Spirit to begin his 
mission: to bring to the world the Good News of God’s compassion, mercy and 
forgiveness for our sins. By daily dialogue about concerns and issues and by seeking 
‘help from on high’, we can overcome our fears. 
 

Think Vocation: “Here I am Lord! I come to do your will.” We could do no better than 
put this response to today’s psalm on our lips, as the first words we speak each and 
every day. If we want to live fruitful and fulfilling lives we will want to seek to do God’s 
will and not just satisfy our own wishes. Through the quality of our prayer-life we will 
develop a personal relationship with Christ which will enable us to know deep down 
the direction Our Lord wants our lives to take. 

 

Funeral:  There will be a Requiem Mass for James Collins on Thursday 22 January at 10am 
at St Luke’s.  May he rest in peace.
 

Sunday: This week we celebrate the annual Sunday of the Word of God, highlighting the 
importance of the Bible and Sacred Scripture in our Christian lives. It is also Peace Sunday, 
when we pray for peace in our world and support the work of Pax Christi through our 
special collection.  
 

Chrisitan Unity: The annual week of prayer begins this Sunday and Churches on the Height 

will have their Service of Prayer for Christian Unity at 5pm at Holy Angels' Church, 

Moorfield Road, M6 7QD. There will be tea/coffee and cakes after the service. All are 

welcome. 
 

Social and Community Group: The next meeting will be Monday 19 January, 7pm at 
SsPP.  All welcome.  Tea/coffee & biscuits provided.  Please come along to help support our 
Parish.   
 

OLHP Men's Fellowship: We wish to warmly invite you to join us for our Men's Fellowship 
at St Lukes Church on Tuesday 20th January at 7pm. For further information, please 
contact Ian (icgifford@hotmail.com) or Calli (calli.onyebuchibe@outlook.com). 
 

Hymn Books: Many thanks to all those who have sponsored the new hymn books at SsPP. 
Labels have been prepared and will be stuck into the books in the coming weeks. There are 
still 45 books to be sponsored if anyone else would like to do so.  
 

Burns Night:  To celebrate 70 years of Catholic Excellence, St Ambrose Barlow RCHS invites 
you to an unforgettable evening, full of music, poetry, bagpipes, dancing and the 
ceremonial address to the haggis.  Enjoy a three course Scottish feast  with entertainment 
from staff and pupils.  Thursday 12 February 7-9pm, £20 per person which includes a 
commemorative gift. Please contact 0161 921 1570 or email 
office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org to book your place. 
 

All Hallows RC High school:  All Hallows RC High school: All year groups have reflected on 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord this week through a series of presentations focussing 
on the symbols of baptism and new beginnings.  
 

Consent Forms for Prayer Requests:  Due to Data Protection Law, we are unable to publish 
Sickness, Birthday or Wedding Anniversary details in the newsletter or on our website 
unless we have received consent from the individual to do so.  Consent forms are available 
at the back of both churches or can be requested from the Parish Office.   Data Protection 
Law does not apply to deceased individuals, so we can still publish Lately Dead and 
Anniversaries.  

 

Congratulations to Greg Archer former pupil of St Luke’s RC Primary School and St 
Ambrose Barlow RC High School, Greg received an MBE for Services to Scouting 
from HRH Princess Anne at Windsor Castle this week. 
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