Diocesan Notices

Relics of St Carlo Acutis to Visit Diocese of Salford: In January 2026, the relics of St
Carlo Acutis will be hosted at two Diocese of Salford churches over five days, during
which time the Diocese will welcome schools, parishioners and people from all over for
veneration. Carlo is the first millennial saint, and is celebrated for his profound faith
and his use of the internet to log Eucharistic miracles from around the world. He was
passionate about spreading the teachings of the Catholic Church up until his death
from leukaemia at the age of 15. The relics will be presented at St Mary’s Church,
Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they travel to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst
from 30 January to 1 February 2026. More information will be shared soon with
parishes and on the Diocesan website and social media channels.

Safeguarding Survey - Public Call for Information: The Catholic Safeguarding =z
Standards Agency (CSSA) are completing a safeguarding inspection within the
Diocese of Salford, and would like to hear the views of as many people as
possible regarding their arrangements for safeguarding. Responses will be collected
anonymously unless you choose to provide your contact information, and the survey
will close at 11:45pm on Friday 16th January 2026. To submit your response, please
scan the QR code.

Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold: On Saturday 14
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across
the diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to
guide and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are
also invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place
at St Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.

Job Vacancy: Full time Domestic/Guest Manager - Theodore House, Stonyhurst, is
looking to recruit a full-time Domestic & Guest Manager to support our small team
running Theodore House. The role requires some flexibility, a fair bit of multi-tasking
and good teamwork. A supportiveness for the Catholic mission that Theodore House
enables is essential. For more details: https://tinyurl.com/thjob2026
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The Baptism of the Lord

Sunday - The Baptism of the Lord (Feast)

Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11lam

Monday — Weekday (First Week in Ordinary Time) or St Aelred
No Mass today

Tuesday — Weekday or St Hilary
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm
Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm

Wednesday — Weekday
Requiem Mass for John Kerrane at SL 12noon

Thursday — Weekday
Rosary at SsPP 6pm; Mass at SsPP 6.30pm

Friday — Weekday
Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am

Saturday - St Anthony
Mass at SsPP 12noon
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL

Financially Supporting Our Parish

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone)
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope
50317403 2055 34
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope
Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037

Next Week’s Newsletter:
Could you please send notices before Wednesday
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk

Sunday - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — Sunday of the Word of God & Peace
Sunday — Special Collection for Pax Christi

Start of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am

Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/
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Reflections

It may seem strange, but this is a Christmas Feast. Not if we think of Christmas only in
terms of the Baby in Bethlehem, but if we have followed the ideas of the Feasts of Holy
Family and especially Epiphany, and have seen the Season in terms of the growing
manifestation or appearing of the Son of God: first to the shepherds and then to the
wise men from the East. Now in the River Jordan, Jesus, Son of Mary, is revealed to all as
the fullness of all God’s promises: “This is my Son, the Beloved”. On this day we stand
before the revelation of God’s love for us, such that he would send his only Son into the
world. Christmas without the Baptism of the Lord, and the words that are spoken from
heaven, would be incomplete, since it is only in them that we fully see the wonder of
what happened in Bethlehem, that we fully understand the reason for the joy with
which we celebrated Christmas Day. As we come to the end of Christmas today, and
look forward to hearing the Gospel in Ordinary Time, we do so having been shown who
it is we listen to: the only Son of God, the Beloved.

Marriage Matters: You are my chosen one: Today, Isaiah and Matthew talk of Jesus
being ‘the Chosen One’ and ‘the Beloved’. So often, we are aware of the times when our
partner annoys us. We need to develop a sensitivity so that, when we are tempted to be
critical, we remember that this is my ‘chosen one’ and look for ways to affirm our
partner, our ‘beloved’.

Think Vocation: At baptism, when we entered the family of God, we received the gift of
faith as well as the promise of eternal life. Let us try to find out the name of the priest or
deacon who baptised us and pray for them whether they are living or deceased.

Prayers Requested

Sick: Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital)

Lately Dead: Margaret Connor, June Cusack, Margaret Barlow, Janis Kirkham, Anne
Marie Galliano, Gavin Taggart, John O’Gorman, Fr Thomas Mullin, Mary O’Sullivan,
Monica Beckitt, Morgan O’Brien, Denis O’Brien, Angela Batey, James Roddy, John
Kerrane, Sheila Davis, Fred Alder, Margaret Alcorn

Anniversaries: Maureen Thompson, Maura Murray

Masses Received: Mary & Michael Connoly, Maureen Thompson (A), Margaret
Connor (LD), June Cusack (LD), Margaret Barlow (LD), Maura Murray (A), Frances
McKee, Our Lady of Hope- UCM

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We pray for the people of St. Joseph’s parish, Reddish, for
Fr. Damien Louden, their parish priest and for their parish primary school.

Parish Notices

Funerals: There is a Requiem Mass for John Kerrane on Wednesday 14 January at 12noon
at St Luke’s. May he rest in peace.

White Flower Appeal: Thank you for the £478.30 raised in the special collection last
weekend.

Next Sunday: We celebrate the annual Sunday of the Word of God, highlighting the
importance of the Bible and Sacred Scripture in our Christian lives. It is also Peace Sunday,
when we pray for peace in our world and support the work of Pax Christi through our
special collection. Rooted in Catholic Christianity, the work of Pax Christi is based on the
gospel and inspired by faith, promoting a vision of a world where people can live in peace,
without fear of violence in all its forms. They work with all who share their values to
abolish war and create communities of peace and justice.

Chrisitan Unity: The annual week of prayer begins next Sunday and Churches on the
Height will have their Service of Prayer for Christian Unity at 5pm at Holy Angels' Church,
Moorfield Road, M6 7QD. The theme is 'One Body, One Spirit', with the worship having
been prepared by the Christians in Armenia. There will be tea/coffee and cakes after the
service. All are welcome.

St Vincent De Paul Society (SVP): The monthly general meeting of the SVP is scheduled to
take place on Tuesday 13 January at 7pm at St. Luke's. New members are welcome. St.
Vincent De Paul Society is a Catholic voluntary network dedicated to tackling poverty in all
its forms by providing practical assistance to people in need. We visit vulnerable or
isolated people and offer them friendship and practical support.

PACT: There is a meeting on Wednesday 14 January at 7.30pm at St Luke’s

OLHP Men's Fellowship: We wish to warmly invite you to join us for our Men's Fellowship
at St Lukes Church on Tuesday 20th January at 7pm. For further information, please
contact lan (icgifford@hotmail.com) or Calli (calli.onyebuchibe@outlook.com).

All Hallows RC High school: Members of Chaplaincy groups enjoyed an Epiphany party,
decorating paper crowns with stars and playing party games as a thanks for all their
participation in Chaplaincy activities. We are very grateful to Fr. Paul who came and
celebrated a wonderful Mass for us in our Chapel. Everyone within the All Hallows RC high
school family wishes all in the Our Lady of Hope parish all the very best for 2026!

Consent Forms for Prayer Requests: Due to Data Protection Law, we are unable to publish
Sickness, Birthday or Wedding Anniversary details in the newsletter or on our website
unless we have received consent from the individual to do so. Consent forms are available
at the back of both churches or can be requested from the Parish Office. Data Protection
Law does not apply to deceased individuals, so we can still publish Lately Dead and
Anniversaries.
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