
Diocesan Notices 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception: Our diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage group invites you to 
a special Mass in preparation for the feast of the Immaculate Conception. The Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop John, will take place at 3pm on Sunday 7 December at St Patrick's, 
Collyhurst (M4 5HF). Following Mass, information will be shared by the Salford Lourdes 
Pilgrimage group on plans for the 2026 pilgrimage. 

 

Relics of St Carlo Acutis to Visit Diocese of Salford:  In January, the relics of St Carlo Acutis 
will be hosted at two of our churches over five days, during which time the Diocese will 
welcome schools, parishioners and people from all over for veneration.  Carlo is the first 
millennial saint, and is celebrated for his profound faith and his use of the internet to log 
Eucharistic miracles from around the world. He was passionate about spreading the 
teachings of the Catholic Church up until his death from leukaemia at the age of 15.  The 
relics will be presented at St Mary’s Church, Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they 
travel to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst from 30 January to 1 February 2026. More 
information will be shared soon with parishes and on the Diocesan website and social 
media channels.  
 

Advice as energy bills continue to rise:  If you or those in your wider parish community are 
in need of support with rising energy bills, Caritas Salford has put together some helpful 
advice on their website. Their energy advice service team can support with free sessions and 
drop-ins in your area. Find out more by visiting www.caritassalford.org.uk/energysupport  
 

December Carol Services: Diocese of Salford Schools' Singing Programme: The Diocese of 
Salford Schools’ Singing Programme will be hosting a series of free carol services in 
churches across the diocese this December. Each service begins at 6.30pm and includes 
traditional carols and readings as part of a one-hour programme. Find your nearest service 
at https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/whats-on/  
 

Laudato Si' Centre Volunteer Call-out: Retired Educators: The Diocese of 
Salford's Environment Team is inviting retired education staff to volunteer at the Laudato 
Si' Centre to assist with their successful programme of school visits. Volunteers would 
be supporting sessions with children from nursery age to Year 11 with activities 
including arts and crafts, games, and foraging. To find out more, please 
email laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
 

Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold:  On Saturday 14 
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across the 
diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to guide 
and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are also 
invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place at St 
Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.  

 
Next Week’s Newsletter:  

Could you please send notices before Wednesday 
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk 

Financially Supporting Our Parish 
 

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone) 
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope    

50317403   20 55 34 
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope 

Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037  

 
 

St Luke, Swinton Park Rd, Irlams o’th’ Height, Salford M6 7WR 
Ss Peter and Paul, Park Road, Pendleton, Salford M6 8JR 

Parish Priest: Canon Michael Cooke (Vicar General) 
Assistant Priest:  Father Paul Chisnall 

 Tel: 0161 736 2696   Email: priests@ourladyofhope.org.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourladyofhope.org.uk 
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Second Sunday in Advent 

Sunday - Second Sunday in Advent  
Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm  & Sun 9.30am  
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11am 

Monday – The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity) 
No Mass today 

Tuesday –  Advent Weekday or St Juan Diego Cuauhtloatzin 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm 

Wednesday –  Advent Weekday 

Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am 

Thursday – Advent Weekday 
Rosary at SsPP 6pm; Mass at SsPP 6.30pm  

Friday – Advent Weekday or Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am   

Saturday – St Lucy  
Mass with Anointing of the Sick & Housebound at SsPP 12noon  
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL  

Sunday - Third Sunday in Advent - Gaudete Sunday 
Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am 
Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am 

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/ 
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Prayers Requested 
 

Sick:  Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital) 
 

Lately Dead:  Margaret Alcorn, Lynn Crawshaw, Margaret Fox, Francis Hughes, Zuhair 
Stephen Katcho, Catherine Hynes, John Ferrandino, Kath Judge, Margaret Guilfoyle 
 

Anniversaries:  John McGahan, Mel Crowe, Brendan Crowe, Norah Leah 
 

Masses Received:   John McGahan (A), Mel Crowe (A), Brendan Crowe (A), Norah Leah 
(A), Malachy McNulty (In Remembrance), Pat Murray (BM), Margaret Alcorn (LD), 
Veronica Miles, Nick Archer (Loving Memory), OLOH UCM 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We pray this week for the parishioners of St. Catherine’s, 
Didsbury, together with Fr. John Hitchen, their parish priest. We pray for their parish 
primary school, the Barlow High School and Francis House Children’s Hospice.  

Diocesan Synod Update 
 

As Advent ushers in a new liturgical year, the Diocesan Synod Implementation Group 
offers a brief update on our progress since the March 2025 Synod Voting Day, where 40 
recommendations were prioritized under Leadership & Collaboration, Spirituality & 
Formation, Young People & Schools, and Community & Outreach—supported by 
Inclusion and clergy-engagement sub-groups. 
 

Our emerging vision for a synodal Church in Salford centres on six themes: prayer, 
listening, and renewal as the heart of Eucharistic life; welcoming, inclusive, and 
accessible communities celebrating diversity; participation and representation through 
diverse leadership and formation; young people and families fully engaged in faith and 
service; collaboration and resources shared among all; and outreach, dialogue, and 
healing with compassion for survivors and interfaith ties. 
 

The Group will advance strategies in 2026 to realise this Holy Spirit-guided path. 
 

Further information is available on the diocesan website  
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/faith/synod/ or social media. 

The Christmas Fair and Raffle raised £3335.50.  This amount will be split between SL School 
and Parish Funds.  Thank you to all who have volunteered in any way to support this fund 
raising effort.  It wouldn’t happen without a lot of hard work behind the scenes and on the 
day    Thank you also to those who donated raffle prizes, for the filled sweet jars or other 
items.  Any finally - thank you for attending and spending your money!!  
 

The list of Christmas Draw winners is now in the porch at both churches, winners have been 
notified. 

Mass for the Blessing of the Sick and Housebound:  Saturday 13 December at SsPP 12 
noon. Followed by festive refreshments. Parishioners are requested to put their name and 
contact details on the form  in the Narthex of each church if they will require transport. 
 

SL RC primary school:  Recently received its Catholic Schools Inspection and we are 
delighted to share that our school was judged Outstanding in Catholic Life and Mission and 
Good overall. Inspectors praised the school’s inspirational sense of community, the strong 
Catholic ethos lived joyfully by pupils and staff and the way Christ is placed at the heart of 
daily life. They noted that St Luke’s is a truly welcoming, inclusive family where every child 
is nurtured and encouraged to flourish. The report highlights the dedication of leaders, 
staff, governors, and our parish community, all working together to support the faith 
formation and wellbeing of our children. We are grateful for this affirmation of the 
wonderful work taking place each day at St Luke’s.  You can read the full report following 
this link https://stlukesrc.co.uk/catholic-schools-inspectorate/ 
 

All Hallows R.C. High School: We lit the first candle on our Advent wreath this week, 
reflecting on hope in this Jubilee Year. The SVP group are busy wrapping gifts and preparing 
for our Community party next week. We have a travelling nativity which is being taken to 
different form groups across the school as we think about refugees and migrants on their 
own journeys of hope.   

Three Schools Carol Service:  This annual event brings together pupils from St John’s, St 
Luke’s and Summerville and takes place at 9.30am at St Luke’s Church on Tuesday 9 
December. All are welcome to come along. 
 

Carol Singing:  The Churches on the Height will be Carol Singing at Aldi on Saturday 20 
December (11.30am -  1pm.  All are welcome to join in. 
 

Parish Christmas Carol Concert:  Sunday 21 December at 5.30pm at St Luke’s Church.  
Please join our clergy in the Parish Hall afterwards for refreshments.  All welcome! 
 

Walk with Me:  The booklets for Advent are now available - free of charge.  Do please take 
one for your household and use it to help your prayer during this season of preparation for 
Christmas. 
 

Christmas Masses:  There will be two Masses on Christmas Eve (5pm at SL & 7pm at SsPP) 
and two Masses on Christmas morning (9.30am at SL & 11am at SsPP) 
 

Community Christmas Party: There are still some places available for any senior 
parishioners to join All Hallows R.C. High School's Community Christmas party on 10th 
December, 10:30-12:15pm. Festive afternoon tea, bingo and raffle plus performances from 
our talented pupils. To confirm your place, please contact Lisa Teasdale on 0161-921 1900 
or l.teasdale@allhallowsrc.co.uk  
 

Over 65 Christmas Party:  St Ambrose Barlow RC High School will be holding a festive 
afternoon for the over 65’s, on Thursday 11 December 3.30-7pm. There will be a Christmas 
concert performed by students and staff, afternoon tea, bingo, raffles and festive drinks. To 
book please contact 0161 921 1570 or email office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org. 
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