
Diocesan Notices 
 

Bishop John's message for Caritas: Bee-ing there this Christmas  Demand for our Diocesan 
charity Caritas Salford's services is greater than ever as more and more people in our 
diocese experience poverty, homelessness and discrimination.  If you haven't seen their 
Bee There Advent appeal yet, which asks if you are able to help support people locally, you 
can read more at www.caritassalford.org.uk/BeeThere.  Bishop John has recorded a special 
message to tell us more about why it's so important, especially at this time of 
year: www.caritassalford.org.uk/bishop-john-christmas-25/ 
 

Safeguarding Survey - Public Call for Information:  The Catholic Safeguarding Standards 
Agency (CSSA) are completing a safeguarding inspection within the Diocese of Salford, and 
would like to hear the views of as many people as possible regarding their 
arrangements for safeguarding.  Responses will be collected anonymously unless 
you choose to provide your contact information, and the survey will close 
at 11:45pm on Friday 16th January 2026.   To submit your response, please scan 
the QR code. 
  

Relics of St Carlo Acutis to Visit Diocese of Salford:  In January, the relics of St Carlo Acutis 
will be hosted at two of our churches over five days, during which time the Diocese will 
welcome schools, parishioners and people from all over for veneration.  Carlo is the first 
millennial saint, and is celebrated for his profound faith and his use of the internet to log 
Eucharistic miracles from around the world. He was passionate about spreading the 
teachings of the Catholic Church up until his death from leukaemia at the age of 15.  The 
relics will be presented at St Mary’s Church, Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they 
travel to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst from 30 January to 1 February 2026. More 
information will be shared soon with parishes and on the Diocesan website and social 
media channels.  
 

Advice as energy bills continue to rise:  If you or those in your wider parish community are 
in need of support with rising energy bills, Caritas Salford has put together some helpful 
advice on their website. Their energy advice service team can support with free sessions 
and drop-ins in your area. Find out more by visiting  
www.caritassalford.org.uk/energysupport  
 

Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold:  On Saturday 14 
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across the 
diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to guide 
and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are also 
invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place at St 
Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.  
 

 
Next Week’s Newsletter:  

Could you please send notices before Wednesday 
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk 

Financially Supporting Our Parish 
 

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone) 
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope    

50317403   20 55 34 
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope 

Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037  

 
 

St Luke, Swinton Park Rd, Irlams o’th’ Height, Salford M6 7WR 
Ss Peter and Paul, Park Road, Pendleton, Salford M6 8JR 

Parish Priest: Canon Michael Cooke (Vicar General) 
Assistant Priest:  Father Paul Chisnall 

 Tel: 0161 736 2696   Email: priests@ourladyofhope.org.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourladyofhope.org.uk 

NEWSLETTER 21 DECEMBER  2025 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Sunday - Fourth Sunday of Advent - Special Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers, 
Special Collection for Salford Loaves & Fishes 
Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm  & Sun 9.30am  
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11am 
 

Parish Carol Service at SL 5.30pm 

Monday – Advent II Weekday 
No Mass today 

Tuesday –  Advent II Weekday or St John of Kanty 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm 

Wednesday – Advent II Weekday 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am 
Christmas Mass at SL & live-streamed 5pm 
Christmas Mass at SsPP 7pm 

Thursday – The Nativity of the Lord  (Solemnity) 
Christmas Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am  
Christmas Mass at SsPP 11am 

Friday – St Stephen (Feast) 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 12noon 

Saturday – St John the Evangelist (Feast) Secondary Patron of the Diocese 

Mass at SsPP 12noon  
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL  

Sunday - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (Feast) 
Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am 
Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am 

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/ 
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Prayers Requested 
 

Sick:  Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital) 
 

Lately Dead:  Denis O’Brien, Angela Batey, James Roddy, John Kerrane, Sheila Davies, Fred 
Alder, Margaret Alcorn, Lynn Crawshaw, Margaret Fox, Francis Hughes, Zuhair Stephen 
Katcho, Catherine Hynes, John Ferrandino, Kath Judge, Margaret Guilfoyle,  
 

Anniversaries:  Margaret Lawton, Cathy Tuite, Martin McKeon  

Masses Received:   Angela Batey (LD), Karen Hogan, Jimmy White, John McKiernan (BM),  
Fr Frank Waterworth, Margaret Lawton (1st A), Marjorie Rice, Cathy Tuite (1st A),           
John McGahan (B), John Kerrane (LD), Denis O’Brien (LD), Claire Faulkner, Onyebuchibe 
Family, Martin McKeon (A),  
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  This week we hold in prayer the parish of St. Winifred, Heaton 
Mersey, Fr Mark Paver, their parish priest, their parish primary school and Stella Maris 
school.   
 

Please also pray for Archbishop Richard Moth, newly appointed as the Archbishop of 
Westminster 

Reflections 
 

It’s only in this last week before Christmas that we begin to hear about the “Christmas story” 
itself. For the past weeks we have been preparing ourselves to greet the Lord, when he comes. 
Now we prepare to remember how he first came, by listening to the prophecies of his coming, 
and by hearing of the events before his birth. We meet the woman, Mary, who herself had 
been prepared for the coming of the Messiah. She has received the angel’s greeting, and his 
strange news, and has accepted her role in God’s plan. Now she hurries to her kinswoman, 
Elizabeth, who herself bears John the Baptist in her womb. John, just as we heard last week, 
alerts us to the presence of the Lord, as he leaps for joy in his mother’s womb. His joy is that 
God has kept his promise and is with his people. 
 

The Nativity of the Lord: We celebrate this great Feast on Thursday, though it begins with our 
Masses on Wednesday evening. We have (hopefully) prepared throughout Advent and now 
our Feast is here. We welcome the new-born Jesus, the child of Bethlehem, the Son of God 
and the Son of David. He is the Light of the World and our Saviour. He is the Word made flesh, 
Emmanuel, God-with-us. The Church gives us the various feasts of the Christmas Season 
(Christmas Day itself, The Holy Family, The Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord) to help us 
explore in different ways the significance of this historical event and the wonder of the gift 
that is given. Let us make full use of the season, to pray about and reflect upon the mystery 
of the Incarnation. 

 

A Happy and Holy Christmas 
to all parishioners, their  

families and friends 
 

Fathers Michael, Paul, Frank & 
Dermot 

O Come let us adore him 

Welcome: We welcome Fr Dermot Heakin, recently retired, who has come to live at Ss 
Peter & Paul Presbytery. We wish him a long and happy retirement.  
 

Salford Loaves & Fishes:  This weekend we have our annual Christmas appeal as part of 
the ongoing parish support for this local charity, which provides much needed help to 
vulnerable people near to us. 
 

All Hallows RC High school:  In our final week in school before the Christmas break, we 
reflected Jesus being the ‘Greatest Gift of all’ using symbols of a wrapped box becoming a 
Cross in our Christmas Celebrations of the Word. Each form group has been collecting 
donations for Salford Loaves and Fishes and our St. Peter’s Gate food project as part of a 
Reverse Advent calendar. They decorated their boxes creatively with the theme of the 
Jubilee Year of Pilgrims of Hope. Everyone in the All Hallows’ family wishes you a blessed 
Christmas!   

 

Parish Christmas Carol Concert:  Sunday 21 December at 5.30pm at St Luke’s Church.  Eccles 
Brass Band will be playing.  Please join our clergy in the Parish Hall afterwards for 
refreshments.  All welcome! 
 

Christmas Masses:  There will be two Masses on Christmas Eve (5pm at SL & 7pm at SsPP) 
and two Masses on Christmas morning (9.30am at SL & 11am at SsPP) 
 

 

Christmas Masses 

Eileen Carroll, Alan & Beryl Crabtree, Jean Crowther, Brenda Fisher, Katie Hogan, 
Stephen Johnson, Kathleen Kelly, Krystyna Lewandowski, Joseph Mather, Mary 
Morley, Maria Nally, Ann Naughton, Kath Phoenix, Bernard Sherlock, Rosa Tipton, 
Denise Walsh, Sheila & Derek Williams, Anne McKeever,  Deceased Members of 
the McKeever family, The Donlan Family & Deceased Members, The O’Leary Family 
& Deceased Members, Deceased Members of the Ball, Dunne, Kehoe & Gallagher 
Families, Lucy ‘Pat’ Barlow, Connie Moss, Fredrick Owen Moss, Pauline Halpin. 
John McGahan, Barney O’Rielly, Gabrielle Ward, Sheila & Kevin Hazeldine, Patsy 
Griffin, Eric Burke, Norah & Frank Livesey, Ellen & Thomas Ryan, Bernard Sullivan, 
Harry Brooke, Ellen & Alf Jones, Lillian & Jack Fyans, Maire McAlister, Denis 
Eagleton, Rebecca Delaney, Imelda, Colm Folan, John O’Brien, Martin & Kathleen 
McKeon, Michael & May O’Brien, Nick Archer, Mark Ford, Agatha & Walter Barnes, 
David & Stuart Barnes, Marie & Dennis Wardle, Dereck Howe, Dolly Clooney, 
Robert Clooney, Rachael Evans, Simon & Family 


