Diocesan Notices

Safeguarding Survey - Public Call for Information: The Catholic Safeguarding Standards
Agency (CSSA) are completing a safeguarding inspection within the Diocese of Salford,
and would like to hear the views of as many people as possible regarding their
arrangements for safeguarding. Responses will be collected anonymously unless
you choose to provide your contact information, and the survey will close
at 11:45pm on Friday 16th January 2026. To submit your response, please scan
the QR code.

Relics of St Carlo Acutis to Visit Diocese of Salford: In January, the relics of St Carlo
Acutis will be hosted at two of our churches over five days, during which time the Diocese
will welcome schools, parishioners and people from all over for veneration. Carlo is the
first millennial saint, and is celebrated for his profound faith and his use of the internet to
log Eucharistic miracles from around the world. He was passionate about spreading the
teachings of the Catholic Church up until his death from leukaemia at the age of 15. The
relics will be presented at St Mary’s Church, Burnley from 28-29 January 2026 before they
travel to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst from 30 January to 1 February 2026. More
information will be shared soon with parishes and on the Diocesan website and social
media channels.

Advice as energy bills continue to rise: If you or those in your wider parish community
are in need of support with rising energy bills, Caritas Salford has put together some
helpful advice on their website. Their energy advice service team can support with free
sessions and drop-ins in your area. Find out more by |Vvisiting
www.caritassalford.org.uk/energysupport

December Carol Services: Diocese of Salford Schools' Singing Programme: The Diocese
of Salford Schools’ Singing Programme will be hosting a series of free carol services in
churches across the diocese this December. Each service begins at 6.30pm and includes
traditional carols and readings as part of a one-hour programme. Find your nearest
service at https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/whats-on/

Laudato Si' Centre Volunteer Call-out: Retired Educators: The Diocese of
Salford's Environment Team is inviting retired education staff to volunteer at the Laudato
Si' Centre to assist with their successful programme of school visits. Volunteers would
be supporting sessions with children from nursery age to Year 11 with activities
including arts and crafts, games, and foraging. To find out more, please
email laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold: On Saturday 14
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across the
diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to guide
and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are also
invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place at St
Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.
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NEWSLETTER 14 DECEMBER 2025

Third Sunday in Advent

Sunday - Third Sunday in Advent - Gaudete Sunday

Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11lam

Monday — Advent Weekday
No Mass today

Tuesday — Advent Weekday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm

Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm

Deanery Mass for Peace at Christ the King, Walkden 7pm

Wednesday — Advent Weekday
Requiem Mass for James Roddy at SL 10.30am

Thursday — Advent Weekday
Requiem Mass for Veronica Smith at SL 11.15am
Rosary at SsPP 6pm; Mass at SsPP 6.30pm

Friday — Advent Weekday
Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am

Saturday — Advent Weekday
Mass at SsPP 12noon
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL

Sunday - Fourth Sunday of Advent - Special Collection for Salford Loaves & Fishes
Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am
Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/
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Reflections

In many ways the readings this Sunday are simply a continuation of last week — Isaiah gives
us more details about the work of the Messiah, and Paul invites us to continue to be patient
until the Lord’s Coming. What is slightly different is the voice of John the Baptist this week:
last week in Matthew 3 he was proclaiming with utter confidence that “someone is coming”.
Now, in Matthew 11, he asks Jesus from prison: “Is it you?” For us, as we listen to these
scriptures, we are being offered something very particular — the prophecies of Isaiah (and
indeed the prophet John the Baptist) are pinned down firmly and securely in the person of
Jesus, Son of Mary — in fact, Jesus himself, in his reply to John says as much: “I am the
Messiah that Isaiah prophesied.” Again we are invited to hold the images of the prophecies
in our minds until Christmas, when we can look on the child in the manger and say “We
know who this is: it is the promised Messiah — God who comes to save us!”

Marriage Matters: Cherish the gift: John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus’ coming.
When Jesus came, the Magi brought gifts. We are preparing gifts for family and friends.
When you married, and every day since, you have gifted yourself...entrusted yourselves ...to
each other; do you still cherish the gift? How much has trust helped you on your journey
together? Thank the Lord!

Think Vocation: What must we do? Advent is a time for us to reflect about our lives. A
regular examination of a well-informed conscience is essential for the committed Christian.
By exposing ourselves regularly to such questioning in prayerful reflection, the Lord can
guide us to take the steps in our lives that keep us on the way of peace.

Prayers Requested

Sick: Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital)

Lately Dead: James Roddy, John Kerrane, Sheila Davies, Fred Alder, Margaret Alcorn, Lynn
Crawshaw, Margaret Fox, Francis Hughes, Zuhair Stephen Katcho, Catherine Hynes, John
Ferrandino, Kath Judge, Margaret Guilfoyle

Anniversaries: Bob Shalliker, John Sullivan, Shirley Beckitt, Linda Rose Gill, Maureen
Walkin, Anthony Johnson, Mary Ollieuz, Roy Bateson

Masses Received: Clare & Walter Smith, Sarah Horton (BM), Fred Alder (LD), Bob Shalliker
(A), John Sullivan (A), Shirley Beckitt (A), Mary Cullen, Richard Standing, Linda Rose Gill
(14th A), Patrick Walkin (BM), Maureen Walkin (A), Anthony Johnson (10th A), Mary Ollieuz
(A), John Kerrane (LD), Roy Bateson (3rd A), Helen Hudson (B)

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Let us pray for the people of the parish of the Sacred Heart and
St. Francis, Gorton and Fr Kevin Murphy, their parish priest, together with their parish
primary schools.

Parish Notices

Funerals: There will be a Requiem Mass for James Roddy on Wednesday 17 December at
10.30am at SL. There will be a Requiem Mass for Veronica Smith on Thursday 18
December at 11.15am at SL. May they rest in peace.

Deanery Mass and Prayers for Peace: On Tuesday evening, parishioners from around
the deanery are invited to gather at Christ the King Church, Walkden (M28 3LN) to pray
for peace. There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 5pm to 7pm, with
Confessions available during that time, and then there will be a Mass at 7pm. All
welcome.

Salford Loaves & Fishes: Next weekend we have our annual Christmas appeal as part of
the ongoing parish support for this local charity, which provides much needed help to
vulnerable people near to us.

All Hallows RC High school: Two of our brilliant Y10 pupils, who have formed a Bible
Study group, led our weekly reflection for staff after school, focusing on how Christ is at
the centre of our lives. We hosted an Advent service in our Chapel on the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception with pupils highlighting what they will say yes to this Advent.
Thanks to all the senior parishioners who attended our Community Christmas party. A
wonderful time was enjoyed by all and the homemade gifts were much appreciated. We
celebrated the diversity and inclusivity of our school on Thursday with our annual Culture
Day, sampling foods from across the world and pupils dressed in their national
costumes .

Financially Supporting Our Parish

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone)
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope
50317403 2055 34
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope
Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037

Next Week’s Newsletter:
Could you please send notices before Wednesday
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk

Advent and Christmas

Churches on the Height: The usual annual cards with times of the Christmas services at
the various churches in this area are available at the back of St Luke’s Church. Please
consider popping one of these through the letterbox of any neighbours you might think
would like to know the time of the Christmas services. It might just be the encouragement
that someone needs to attend.

Carol Singing: The Churches on the Height will be Carol Singing at Aldi on Saturday 20
December (11.30am - 1pm. All are welcome to join in.

Parish Christmas Carol Concert: Sunday 21 December at 5.30pm at St Luke’s Church.
Please join our clergy in the Parish Hall afterwards for refreshments. All welcome!

Walk with Me: The booklets for Advent are now available - free of charge. Do please take
one for your household and use it to help your prayer during this season of preparation for
Christmas.

Christmas Masses: There will be two Masses on Christmas Eve (5pm at SL & 7pm at SsPP)
and two Masses on Christmas morning (9.30am at SL & 11am at SsPP)
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