
Diocesan Notices 
 

Advent Talks: Reflecting on Dilexi Te.  During Advent, we are pleased to be joined once 
again by Sr Joan Kerley and Maria Kidd for a series of talks reflecting on Pope Leo's Apostolic 
Exhortation Dilexi te. Join us every Tuesday between 25 November and 16 December as we 
consider how we welcome the birth of the Messiah into a world of multifaceted poverty.   
The venue for this year's talks will be Our Lady and Lancashire Martyrs Church Hall, M38 
0DL, and will take place from 10:30am - 12:30pm. Please email joankfmsj@gmail.com or 
phone 07934 816796 to register your interest.  
 

Sustainable Wreath Making Workshops at Laudato Si' Centre:  If you are interested in 
learning how to make your own Advent decorations using sustainable materials, why not 
sign up for the Laudato Si' Centre's upcoming wreath making workshop? The workshop is 
taking place on Friday 5th December from 10:00am - 12:00pm.  Please 
email laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk for pricing, further information, and to book your 
place!  
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  Our diocesan Lourdes pilgrimage group invites you to 
a special Mass in preparation for the feast of the Immaculate Conception. The Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop John, will take place at 3pm on Sunday 7 December at St Patrick's, 
Collyhurst (M4 5HF).  Following Mass, information will be shared by the Salford Lourdes 
Pilgrimage group on plans for the 2026 pilgrimage.  
 

Caritas Salford Advent Appeal:  Our diocesan charity, Caritas Salford, has released its 2025 
Advent appeal to shine the spotlight on the true meaning of Christmas.  To watch their 
latest animation and to find out more about how to help local people who are facing acute 
crisis this Christmas, please visit: https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/campaign/bee-there-
2025/   
 

December Carol Services: Diocese of Salford Schools' Singing Programme: The Diocese of 
Salford Schools’ Singing Programme will be hosting a series of free carol services in 
churches across the diocese this December. Each service begins at 6.30pm and includes 
traditional carols and readings as part of a one-hour programme. Find your nearest service 
at https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news/whats-on/  
 

Laudato Si' Centre Volunteer Call-out: Retired Educators: The Diocese of 
Salford's Environment Team is inviting retired education staff to volunteer at the Laudato 
Si' Centre to assist with their successful programme of school visits. Volunteers would 
be supporting sessions with children from nursery age to Year 11 with activities 
including arts and crafts, games, and foraging. To find out more, please 
email laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
 

Mass for Engaged Couples to be celebrated by Bishop John Arnold:  On Saturday 14 
February, Bishop John will be celebrating a special Mass for engaged couples across the 
diocese. The Mass provides couples with an opportunity to seek God's blessing to guide 
and strengthen them during this time of preparation. Newly-married couples are also 
invited to receive a blessing in their first year of marriage. The Mass will take place at St 
Patrick's Church in Collyhurst on Saturday 14 February 2026 at 1:30pm.  
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First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday - First Sunday in Advent (Year A) 
Mass at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm  & Sun 9.30am  
Masses at SsPP Sun 8.00am & 11am 

Monday – Advent Weekday 
No Mass today 

Tuesday –  Advent Weekday 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at SL 6pm 
Mass at SL & live-streamed 6.30pm 

Wednesday –  St Francis Xavier - United Nations International Day of Disabled Persons 

Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am 

Thursday – Advent Weekday or St John Damascene 
Rosary at SsPP 6pm; Mass at SsPP 6.30pm  

Friday – Advent Weekday 

Mass at SL & live-streamed 9.30am   

Saturday – Advent Weekday or St Nicholas 

Mass at SsPP 12noon  
Reconciliation 12.30-1pm at SsPP; 5.45-6.15pm at SL  

Sunday - Second Sunday in Advent 
Masses at SL & live-streamed Sat 6.30pm & Sun 9.30am 
Masses at SsPP Sun 8am & 11am 

Live-stream: www.facebook.com/ourladyofhopesalford/ 
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Prayers Requested 
 
 

Sick:  Beryl Crabtree and all who are sick (at home or in hospital) 
 

Lately Dead:  Lynn Crawshaw, Margaret Fox, Francis Hughes, Zuhair Stephen Katcho, 
Catherine Hynes, John Ferrandino, Kath Judge, Margaret Guilfoyle 
 

Anniversaries:  Hannah O’Reilly  
 

Masses Received:    Pat Murray (BM),  Lynn Crawshaw (LD), Forgotten Souls, Mark 
Ford (In memory), Lynn Crawshaw (LD) 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: This week we pray for the people of the parish of St. Mary 
and St. John Fisher, Denton, with Fr Joseph Gee, their parish priest. We pray for their 
parish primary schools and St. Thomas More College.  

Reflections 

Advent opens with a great promise: ”In the days to come...” the hope of a people who 
need God. “...The master is coming” is also a promise, not a threat to breed fear, but to 
answer our cry. So Advent begins, not with thoughts of the past, with the coming of the 
Lord we celebrate at Christmas, but with the future, and the promise that He is coming 
back. We are encouraged to stay awake, and treat every day as the day the Lord will come; 
we do not do this out of fear for a Master who beats his servants, but out of love of a 
Master who always treats us with mercy. Nevertheless we must always be watchful, 
because we can grow sleepy and complacent, saying that we can leave this prayer or that 
confession or the other change in the way we live to tomorrow. Even as we look forward 
to the tomorrow of the Lord’s coming, we must remember that it might be today! 
  
Marriage Matters: Walk in the light of the Lord: God’s Word is clear – we can only be 
certain of each current moment in our day-to- day lives. To live as couples in the ‘present 
moment’ more often, we need to apply ourselves to today’s call from Jesus to “stay 
awake”. Also St Paul tells us, “the time has come: you must wake up now”, because now is 
all we have. 
  
Think Vocation: Today marks the start of the Church’s Liturgical Year. It’s a very busy time 
of year but the Church tries to present it as an opportunity to slow down, to pray and 
reflect on the direction our lives are taking. We are preparing for the coming of the Prince 
of Peace. May this be a blessed time for us to become clearer in our minds about our 
priorities. 

 
Next Week’s Newsletter:  

Could you please send notices before Wednesday 
Email: newsletter@ourladyofhope.org.uk 

Financially Supporting Our Parish 
 

Contactless: The Dona machines (card or mobile phone) 
Bank Details: TSDT Our Lady of Hope    

50317403   20 55 34 
Cheques: Payable to Our Lady of Hope 

Diocese of Salford Registered Charity 250037  

Parish Notices 
 

Fr Emmanuel: Thank you to all who prepared the farewell party for Fr Emmanuel last 
Sunday afternoon. Thank you to all who attended and to all who contributed to the special 
collection for him which raised £1040. It was a very fitting thank you to him for his two 
years here with us at Our Lady of Hope. WE wish him well in his new parish in Bolton.  

 

Missio:  On behalf of Missio, I would like to pass on their thanks for your faithful support of 
Missio and Mill Hill Missionaries.  You will find at the back of Church, copies of the 2026 
Mission Today Calendar.  The Calendar is a means of saying ‘thank you’ to all Red Box 
contributors for your prayers and solidarity.  Julie Chapman 
 

CAFOD World Gifts: Catalogues available in the porches of both churches, please help 
yourself. 
 

All Hallows RC High school:  Caritas Ambassadors have been designing posters about the 
real meaning of Christmas and how they will #BeeThere for others this Advent. The school 
is delighted to be reaccredited as a 'School of Sanctuary' which is welcoming to all refugees 
and migrants. Everyone in the All Hallows family thanks Fr. Emmanuel for his wonderful 
support of the school and wishes him well in his new parish.   
 

Advent and Christmas 
 

Three Schools Carol Service:  This annual event brings together pupils from St John’s, St 
Luke’s and Summerville and takes place at 9.30am at St Luke’s Church on Tuesday 9 
December. All are welcome to come along. 
 

Carol Singing:  The Churches on the Height will be Carol Singing at Aldi on Saturday 20 
December (11.30am -  1pm.  All are welcome to join in. 
 

Parish Christmas Carol Concert:  Sunday 21 December at 5.30pm at St Luke’s Church.  
Please join our clergy in the Parish Hall afterwards for refreshments.  All welcome! 
 

Walk with Me:  The booklets for Advent are now available - free of charge.  Do please take 
one for your household and use it to help your prayer during this season of preparation for 
Christmas. 
 

Christmas Masses:  There will be two Masses on Christmas Eve (5pm at SL & 7pm at SsPP) 
and two Masses on Christmas morning (9.30am at SL & 11am at SsPP) 
 

Community Christmas Party: All Hallows R.C . High School would like to invite any senior 
parishioners to our Community Christmas party on Wednesday 10 December 10:30am-
12:15pm. Festive afternoon tea, bingo and raffle plus performances from our talented 
pupils. To confirm your place, please contact Lisa Teasdale on 0161 921 1900 
or l.teasdale@allhallowsrc.co.uk  
 

Over 65 Christmas Party:  St Ambrose Barlow RC High School will be holding a festive 
afternoon for the over 65’s, on Thursday 11 December 3.30-7pm. There will be a Christmas 
concert performed by students and staff, afternoon tea, bingo, raffles and festive drinks. To 
book please contact 0161 921 1570 or email office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org. 
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