Our Lady of Hope Parish, Salford
Notes from the PACT meeting on 5 November 2025

Present:  Fr Michael, Fr Paul, Paul Ashton, Nuala McNorton, Kath Playfair, Pauline Reed-

Scarsbrook, Joan Sweeney

Apologies: Liz Ainley, Barbara Brierley, Rachael Marsland, Mandy Rice

Fr Michael welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with the Jubilee Prayer.

The notes of the meeting held on 9 July were accepted as a true record. There was no
meeting in September.

Matters arising:

Cleaner: the cleaner resigned, for personal reasons, after a short period of work but
another appointment has now been made and the new cleaner will start next week
Ordination: this was a great occasion for the parish and there is a recording of it
available on You Tube (with thanks to Paul Ashton)

Hymnbooks: The new hymnbooks for SsPP have arrived and there has been some
response to the request to sponsor them. It was suggested that the Remembrance
Mass on Saturday (8 November) would be a good opportunity to distribute flyers
reminding people about the option of sponsoring a hymnbook in memory of a loved
one.

Fr Emmanuel

There will be a collection for him this weekend (8/9 November)

He will say his final Sunday Mass here at 9.30am at St Luke’s on 16 November
There will be a celebration for him on Sunday 23 November (1pm) in the parish
centre

Liturgical Matters

International Mass: whilst nothing has yet been decided about when this should take
place, it has been suggested by some parishioners that this should be a regular thing
organised by different ethnic communities.

Children’s Mass: It was also suggested that we should have a regular Children’s
Mass, perhaps every six to eight weeks, starting in January, alternating between SL
and SsPP, with appropriate refreshments afterwards and with invitations to parents.
New Year’s Day: There will be a parish Mass (or possibly two Masses)

Cenacle Prayers: With Fr Emmanuel moving, some thought was given to how the
Cenacle Prayers he established might continue. It was suggested that these could be
once a month on a Thursday (before the 6.30pm Mass) and that we might also re-
introduce the Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour on a monthly basis, with the

Rosary on the other weeks. With this in mind, it was suggested that we refer to these
as “Marian Devotions”

Finance and Property:

Fr Michael updated PACT members on the current finances of the parish, following
the recent Parish Finance Committee meeting. We have very little money available to
spend and still owe about £45k to the diocese following recent property projects
Work on the presbytery at SsPP, in preparation for a priest who is retiring, is being
paid for by the diocese. The running costs will also transfer from the parish.

The boiler house at SsPP church is now out of bounds due to asbestos.

The Grotto at SsPP is currently cordoned off due to the wooden decking being in a
poor state. The cost of replacing it is prohibitive at this time. Consideration is being



given to relocating the statues within the grounds (where decking would not be
needed).

Updates from members:

Musical Advent Calendar: This will begin on the First Sunday of Advent (30
November) and will largely use music that we already have recorded

Organ at SL: some more work needs to be done on this (which Paul Ashton will do)
UCM: The merger of our two UCM Foundations in the parish has now been agreed
and the new Our Lady of Hope Foundation will come into being in January. Monthly
meetings will alternate between SL and SsPP

Baptism Preparation: Four members of the UCM are continuing to work with Fr Paul
Christmas Fair (29 November): Plans for this are well underway

Carol Concert (21 December): There is a meeting on Monday about this. It is hoped
to have children from the Children’s Liturgy creating a tableau during the concert.
The Youth Choir will also be performing.

Fundraising: Concern had been raised with one PACT member about the number of
activities happening that require payment. It was noted that, whilst there are indeed a
lot of fundraising activities, most of them are not actually for the parish but are for
other charities or are other organisations using our premises

Lourdes Fundraiser: Kath reported that she has asked the diocesan UCM to assist
with a Mercy Brothers concert at SL next year to raise money for the Lourdes
Pilgrimage

Sacramental Programme: This is up and running again but with smaller numbers
Children’s Liturgy: This takes place on Sundays when the Sacramental Programme
is not taking place

Sacraments: Fr Paul gave an update on numbers preparing to Baptism, Marriage
and RCIA

Youth Group: No one turned up on Friday — perhaps because it was Halloween!

Any Other Business

PACT

Dates

Collections: The Dona machines are to be replaced with more up-to-date models.
There was some discussion about other “digital collection plate” options (and new
baskets)

External Noticeboards: Need to plan the content required

Salford Council: Paul and Joan will respond to an email survey about outreach
Reporting on Finance: The “Governance” section of the parish website will be
updated

Meetings:

It was agreed that this style of PACT meeting was better than having members
divided into the smaller sub-groups, so this is the pattern we will use going forward
The Formation group and the Music and Liturgy group will no longer be established
as PACT sub-groups but will meet on an ad hoc basis (as decided by their members)
We will still look to add some new members to the PACT, to broaden representation

for 2026 (at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room at SL):
7 January

4 March

6 May

8 July

2 September

4 November



