
Our Lady of Hope Parish, Salford
Notes from the PACT: Strategy & Governance meeting on 9 July 2025

Present: Fr Michael, Fr Emmanuel, Deacon Paul Chisnall, Paul Ashton, Mandy Rice (via 
WhatsApp), Joan Sweeney

Apologies: Liz Ainley, Pauline Reed-Scarsbrook

Fr Michael welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with the Jubilee Prayer.

The notes of the meeting held on 7 May were accepted as a true record.

Matters arising:
• Cleaner: an appointment has been made and the cleaner will start next week
• Confirmation: the service with the Bishop at St Luke’s went well, including the use of 

the backing tracks provided by Paul Ashton

Property:
• Fr Michael referred to the Diocesan Property Review meeting that had taken place at 

St Luke’s in March. Several PACT members were present at that meeting with the 
Diocesan Chief Operating Officer, who subsequently visited the Ss Peter & Paul site. 
It is now confirmed that the outcome of that discussion/visit is that we will look to 
retain all of our existing parish property at both sites for the foreseeable future (10 to 
15 years at least)

• Fr Michael further reported that the presbytery at SsPP will shortly be being prepared 
for a priest who is retiring later this year

Ordination:
• Deacon Paul’s ordination to priesthood will take place at St Luke’s on Saturday 27 

September at 12noon. This will be a joint ordination with Deacon Theo Shorrock 
(currently on placement in Burnley). This is a diocesan event

• Fr Michael will alert Kath and Marie that, unfortunately, this clashes with the UCM trip 
to Ladyewell, which was to have departed from St Luke’s. [Note: The UCM event 
cannot be rearranged, since it is a day for the UCM from several dioceses and no 
other date was available at the shrine. Whilst the coach can depart from SsPP 
instead of SL, some of our UCM members will be unable to attend the ordination]

• Father Paul will celebrate his First Mass at SsPP at 3pm on Sunday 28 September  

PACT Meetings:
• The current series of meetings comes to an end with the Formation meeting next 

week, so this was an opportune time to consider the current pattern of meetings 
before new dates are set

• It had been suggested by one member, prior to this meeting, that we should return to 
having a larger group for the Strategy and Governance meetings. This idea was 
accepted by all present. These PACT meetings will continue every two months

• It was agreed that the Community and Outreach group could be disbanded, since the 
Social and Community Group meets every four to six weeks

• The Formation group and the Music and Liturgy group will continue as sub-groups of 
PACT, meeting just a few times each year (as decided by their members)

• Consideration was given to expanding the membership of the PACT, both to refresh 
the membership and to increase the representation from across the parish. A number 
of names were suggested and these individuals will be approached in the coming 
months

• A new schedule of meeting dates will be prepared and circulated  



Updates from members:
• Summer Fair: This went well and was supported by many parish groups. It raised 

£3234 which will be shared between the parish and the school. It was suggested that 
in future we might avoid having First Communions on the day of the Fair, since many 
families who might well have attended the Fair would be having celebrations 
elsewhere [Note: This suggestion was agreed with the Formation group at their 
subsequent meeting]

• Christmas Fair: This will be on the last Saturday of November (1-3pm) at St Luke’s
• UCM: Work towards amalgamating the two UCMs in the parish is ongoing, with 

meetings between the officers and consultation with the members. The overall 
opinion is that the two should merge but there are details to iron out about when and 
where the meetings and other activities might take place

• AA Meetings: There is some concern about the untidy state of the building after these 
sessions have taken place at SsPP

• Youth Choir and Drum Group: Paul Ashton is intending to run these during the 
summer holiday, provided help is available

• International Mass: It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next PACT 
meeting

• You Tube Finances: We have received a few hundred pounds, though any income is 
currently being double taxed (USA & UK)

• Youth Group: Membership has increased to 15. In the autumn they will be 
concentrating on producing more decorated candles for sale in December

• Altar Servers: We need to appeal for more servers for SsPP
• Carol Concert: This will take place at St Luke’s on Sunday 21 December at 5.30pm
• External Noticeboards: Paul Ashton is happy to sort out getting these updated once 

he is provided with the content required
• Hymnbooks: The new hymnbooks for SsPP still need to be ordered (and we will be 

asking people to sponsor them)

Date of the next meeting: 10 September (7.30pm)
[Paul Ashton gave his apologies in advance]


